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_ The English Churchman for April 6th has 
an interesting account of an army chaplain’s 
Sunday spent in Lagos. We print some 
extracts from this article. 
“On Boxing Day, 1851, a small British 
squadron sailed up the lagoon on which 
‘Lagos, the capital of Nigeria, stands, and 
landed a force of Marines. Severe fighting 
took place. Kosoko, the usurper chief, was 
overthrown. Akitoye, the rightful chief, 
‘was placed on the throne. Lagos was taken, 
and the slave market closed. The chains 
were struck from the hands of the slaves, and 
. fatal blow dealt to the illegal traffic. - 
“Tn 19438, less than one hundred years 
i ater, I attended a Holy Communion Service 
in the Cathedral Church of Christ in Lagos. 
I looked, with interest, at the congregation. 
‘They were all African. On my right was a 
negress in a white hat and a red dress. On 
she fourth finger of her left hand was a large 
rold wedding ring. Another wore a purple 
nat and dress, which contrasted strangely 
with the colour of her skin. Three golden 
angles were on her arm. The men were 
nostly in white drill suits. 
“Kneeling at the Communion rail, I re- 
ceived the bread and the wine at the hands 
of an African ordained minister. The thought 
came to me that perhaps in that very town 
lis ancestors had been sold for as little as 
four or five pounds. ‘Take and eat this in 
‘emembrance that Christ died for thee,’ his 
dice came softly to me. His hands were 
ck, even as the hands of him who was 
oud to bear the Cross on which the Saviour 
od. ‘Drink this in remembrance that 
Yhrist’s Blood was shed for thee.’ Thankfully 
ose to go to my place, and in doing so I 
ed the east window. It is a memorial 
he famous ‘Black Bishop’ of Nigeria, 
uel Adjai Crowther. 
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AN ARMY CHAPLAIN’S SUNDAY IN LAGOS 


“Later in the morning I attended an 
African Army Service. It was-held in a long, 
mud-built, grass-thatched hut. The men 
sat on chairs alongside the wall, with their 
bare feet and putteed legs resting on mats. 
Every now and then a lizard would scamper 
across the floor amidst a flurry of bare toes. 

“The service was taken by an African 
minister. He was large and fat, with a 
smiling face. He takes the rank of a fifth- 
class Chaplain in the Royal Army Chaplains 
Department. He wears the two pips of a 
lieutenant. He spoke in English. In his 
congregation were members of the Ibo, 


Yoruba, Effic, and Hausa tribes. His sermon 
was short and simple. His subject was 
Repentance. ‘Repentance,’ he said, ‘con- 


sists of two things. Firstly, knowing sin, 
and secondly, turning from sin.’ He spoke 
of the sins which beset an African as much 
as an Englishman. He mentioned the sin of 
an impure life; the sin of intoxicants that 
destroy the will power; the sin of idolatry; 
the sin of ill-gotten gains, which is theft. 
‘But Repentance is not only to recognise, 
but to retreat from sin,’ he concluded. 
“Tt was fitting that we should sing in 

closing :— 

““Gird thy heavenly armour on, 

Wear it ever night and day; 
Ambush’d lies the evil one; 
Watch and pray.’ ” 


“My, Sunday drew to a close as I attended 
the evening service in the Cathedral. The 
church was full.. A missionary, about to re- 
turn to England on furlough, preached. 

“Silently I left the church and mounted ~ 
my bicycle. For half a crown you may hire 
a bicycle in Lagos. As I cycled through 
streets, devoid of all black-outs, the air was 
warm around me. In England snow would 
probably be falling. Flickering lights lit up 


the stalls were three a ae - Sugar~ 


leant idly against dark doorways. Coconuts : 
kola nuts, garri, yams, and maize, all had 
their separate places. Many stalls were’ 
miniature Woolworth’s. They had pencils 
and powder, scent and safety pins, matches 
and mirrors. Tiny, naked children peeped 
shyly from behind their mother’s skirts. 
Older children walked with stately carriage, 
carrying over-heavy burdens upon their 
heads. Donkeys, goats, and chickens ran 
from the wheels of numerous taxis. 

“My camp was reached. My Sunday was 
ha I have proved afresh the truth of the 
words :-— 


“ “Jesus, where’er Thy people meet; 
There they behold Thy mercy-seat ; 
Where’er they seek Thee Thou are found, 
And every place is hallowed ground.’ ” 


ARCHBISHOPS’ CALL TO PRAYER FOR 
ST. GEORGE’S DAY, APRIL 23rd 
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
have issued the foilowing Call to Prayer :— 


“This year the Feast of St. George, the 
Patron Saint of England, falls on a Sunday; 


- we recommend that it should be observed as 


a special day of prayer and dedication in all 
parishes in England, with special reference 
to the critical phase in the war which has 
now been reached and the testing experiences 


through which we must expect to pass. 


But let this not be a single or spasmodic 
effort, but rather the focus of a continuous 
dedication of our country and ourselves in 
prayer for the days of war and the equally 
exacting days of peace. 

“We suggest the following additions and 
changes subject to due authorisation. 

“At Celebrations of the Holy Communion, 
in addition to appropriate Biddings, after 
the Collect for the day the two following :— 

“Q Lord God of Hosts, who didst give 
grace to Thy servant George to lay aside 
_the fear of man and to confess Thee even 
unto death; Grant that we and all our 
countrymen may think lightly of earthly 
place and honour, and seek rather to please 
the Captain of our salvation, who hath 
chosen us to be His soldiers; to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost be thanks 
and praise from all the armies of Thy 
saints now and for evermore. Amen. 

_ “Heavenly Father, God both of righteous- 

ness and peace, have mercy upon the na- 

tions now engaged in bitter war. Cleanse 
both us and our enemies of hatred and 
covetousness; make us so worthy of our 
cause, so steadfast in Thy strength, that 
no weakness may delay the victory of our 


and before the Blessing :- ih 


bee Lord God, we humbly dedicate t 
Thee ourselves, our nation and our cause, 
placing in Thy hands all we have and all 

we are and all we desire, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. : 


“At Morning and Evening Prayer the 
same additional Collects and at. Morning 
Prayer Psalm 62; for the First Lesson, 
Joshua i. 1-9, and for the~Second Lesson, 
Revelation xix. 11-16; at Evening Prayer 
Psalm 27; for the First Lesson, Isaiah li. ~ 
4-15, and for the Second Lesson, St. Luke 
xi. 5-13.” 


-A NEW KIND OF CANTEEN FOR 
THE FORCES : 


Mrs. Frieda J. Demarest, of the Anenens : 
Congregational-Christian Service Committee, — 
reports that an interesting venture is taking 
shape in a city forming the centre for large 
numbers of American troops. . The Congre- 
gational minister and U.S. chaplain, who is 
also a Congregationalist, have been in close 
co-operation for several months, arranging 
joint services followed by socials at which 
the Americans can meet members of the con- — 
gregation. They soon felt the need for a- 
permanent meeting place for young people 
and men of the allied forces. An empty 
shop and premises above have now been — 
rented in,the centre of the city. To raise 
funds, the ladies of the churches, Rotarians, 
Soroptimists and others, are’ running a 
“Caledonian Market” in the shop, which is 
incidentally proving very acceptable to the 
neighbourhood in these days of scarcity; 
and is also providing an introduction for the 
members of the different denominations. 

The floors above the shops are at present 
crowded every evening with young people 
from the Churches and American soldiers, 
busily scraping paper from the walls and | 
washing the ceilings. The proceedings are — 
being supervised by Sergeant Bouchet, from | 
Rhode Island, U.S.A., who was an interior 
decorator in civilian life. 

The plan is to use the ground floor as a 
canteen. Those who wish for greater com- 
fort will be admitted to the upper rooms, 
where refreshments will also be served, upon 
the payment of sixpence weekly for club 


.membership. Since space will not permit of 


any rooms for recreation, the club is also 
designed to serve as a clearing house from 
which those who wish for table tennis, 
billiards, reading rooms, etc., will be directed 
to neighbouring churches where these facil- 
ities are being are anged ; 


os was 
e letter was fends in the broadcast religious 
a and i in all churches on Pp oprueey 27th. 


ple. Hand in hand with violence and destruc- 
tion walks the brutalisation of the spirit. 
wlessness increases and the sense of right 
wrong becomes blunted. Man reaps what 
has sown. When man regards himself as 
master and disregards God and His will, he 
will reap the bitter fruits of atheism and 
materialism. May we, and the whole world, 
ent and acknowledge that God is God. 

e must be thankful that in Jesus Christ 
ave received sonship with the Almighty 
that we can meet distress and misfortune 
the confident knowledge that all things 
‘good for those who love God. The name 
Jesus, which is our guiding star in all 
issitudes, shows us the way at a time 
en distrust and hatred reign supreme in 
lic life and between individuals, and when 
uth and untruth intermingle. Now that 
udgment is passing over the world, the 
hristian community must, by living whole- 
heartedly and steadfastly in the faith in 


word of God i in our generation, by prayer, 
fession and by proclaiming the Word, and 
© by observing the demands which God 
es on us through our neighbours. 

e join with all those who are anxious for 
uture of our country, its freedom and its 
itual welfare. We condemn the brushing 
of the principles of justice which Chris- 
ty has so securely implanted in our 
le. We mourn together for the good 
Ss, among them our great writer, an un- 
mted servant of the Church [Kaj Munk— 
|, who have fallen the victims of the evil 
es that have been let loose among us. 
aie will to stand shoulder to shoulder 
ays live among us, so that the people’s 
e nation’s united front will not break 
when vital social questions must be 
led. May we be ready to make the 
ssary sacrifices, since we must bear each 
s burdens, and thus fulfil the law of 
. It is not our appointed task to give 
led guidance for the solution of difficnl- 


Jesus. Christ, clearly and fearlessly uphold 


ttitud Witch alone can belie About a new 
era worthy of man; in this connection it 
would be of decisive importance if the 
Christian catechism were restored to a place - 


of honour and respect in the education of 
our people. 

- We do not dream of earthly pleasures, but 
we pray that God’s Kingdom may come, and 
that His Will may be the constitutional law 
in the life of the nation. At a time when 
mankind so largely places its confidence in 
external power, we rely on God; clasped 
hands have often brought home victory. 

Then let us approach Almighty God in 
prayer! 

Let us pray, not only in the Churches but 
also in our homes, for our King, our people, 
and our country, and that a new day may 
break over Denmark! 

Let us pray for our Norwegian Sister 
Churches! 

Let us pray for God’s ancient people, the 
Jews, that God will help there, where we can 
see no way! 

Let us pray for all who suffer through 


violence and injustice, for all who have lost — 


their freedom, for our deported countrymen, 
for those who, through the war, are separated 
from their homes and from us! 

Let us pray for those who risk their lives 
in the course of their duties in the service of 
our nation, for all those who grieve; suffer 
and doubt, and for those whose consciences 
are troubled! 


Let us pray for those set in authority over — 


us, that they may be successful in promoting 
truth and justice! 


May the spirit of Christ vanquish all evil. . 


spirits, so that the day of peace may soon 


dawn over the suffering world. God guide 
justice to victory, and so dispose the spirit 
of reconciliation that we may be ready to © 


receive Him who in His time will come to 
judge the living and the dead and bring about 


the new Heaven and the new earth where © 


justice shall reside! 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the 


love of God, and the fellowship of. the Holy 


Ghost be with you all! 


(Signed by H. Fuglsang Damgaard, Bishop ate 


of Copenhagen, and eight other Bishops. ) 


FRENCH CATHOLIC PASTORAL 
CENSORED 


aye 


A Swiss source gives the full text of a 4 


message which the French Cardinals and 


Archbishops intended to address to the 


French people. Certain passages in the mes- 
sage were not published because of the pro- 
hibition by the censor. The following are 


"passages which did not appear in the official 


version :— 


“After the requisitioning of male labour, — 
which has affected hundreds of thousands of — 


families, and brought sorrow to the hearts of 
mothers, the women and girls of France are 
threatened with conscription for obligatory 
labour. Certainly, we are not unaware of the 
efforts which the established authorities 
make with the object of restricting the social 
consequences of such measures. Whatever 
the conditions may be, however, the fact re- 
mains that this mobilisation seriously harms 
family life, the future of our country, the 
dignity and moral delicacy of our women and 
girls and their providential vocation. .. . 

“Civilisation is in peril. It must be saved. 
It can only be saved by returning to the 
essential principles on which it is based; 
respect for the human personality, the safe- 
guarding of the home, obedience to a law 
which is superior to the authority of the 
State and the immediate interests of each 
nation, and peaceful understanding between 
the peoples. is 

“Tf there is in authority any person who 
can immediately remedy the state of disorder 
denounced in our declaration, he must take 
action perseveringly on the lines of the ideals 
we have recalled: it is a very serious duty 
of those who bear the heavy responsibility 
of the States, it is also an urgent duty for 
everyone to ensure that his own conscience is 
put right. We have wished to appeal to you 
for this great work of moral reform, outside 
and above any political preoccupation, and 
with the deep conviction of the independence 
of the Church in its own domain. As disciples 
and witnesses of the Divine Master who 
brought peace and goodwill to men and His 
sublime law of love to the humanity which 
He raised up, we beg you to become the un- 
tiring apostles of the charity of Christ, of 
understanding between social classes, and 
unity in the motherland.” 


Déat Dissatisfied 


Marcel Déat in an article headed ‘‘Useless 
Reticence” (in L’Huvre, 9.3.44) comments 
on the recent declaration by the French 
Bishops, Archbishops and Cardinals; he does 
not hesitate to condemn their statement, 
terming it “verbose and tortuous.” 

He writes: “Once more the clergy pro- 
vides arguments for the disaffected and 
pretexts for the maquis. Such a thing is 
absolutely intolerable. That shepherds of 
souls should concern themselves with the 
spiritual health of their flock is only normal, 
but when they interfere with and dispute the 
decisions of the Government and the policy 
of the French State, the least that can be 
said is that that is not their business. It is 
really impossible to claim to safeguard order 
and at the same time to contest legitimate 
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between fepality and the maquis; 
either on one side or the other.” ee 
Déat then goes on to analyse the reasons 
for the ambiguous attitude of the high - 
French clergy in the question, for instance, of 
woman’s work, and adds: “It has long been 
an accepted notion that working-class and 
peasant women, in short proletarian women, 
do the hardest work. But the requisitioning 
now threatens social classes which are far 
more interesting to them, girls of good 
families, of the French bourgeoisie, the off- 
spring of ‘my dear lady’—and of course, 


such an abominable scandal cannot be 
tolerated.” ‘ 
NORWEGIANS ORDAINED 


IN SWEDEN 


A recent report from Svenska Morgon-— 
bladet states that the Swedish Lutheran 
Bishop Aulén recently ordained four theologi- 
cal candidates in his cathedral at Strangnas, 
according to the Norwegian rite. They were 
Victor Andersen, Arthur Berg, Hans Gryde- 
land, Finn Guttormsen. : 

These priests will exercise their ministry © 
among the Norwegian refugees in Sweden. 
The Norwegian Minister, Bull, assisted at the - 
ceremony as well as the Danish Pastor, Poul 
Borchsenius and several Norwegian priests. — 

In his sermon the Bishop said: “We are 
going to ordain you priests in this old 
Cathedral. When you began your studies for 
the priesthood, you never thought that you 
would one day be ordained in Strangnas 
Cathedral, and that you would exercise your 
ministry among your compatriots who had 
been forced to flee in order to find shelter 
from the tyranny, terror and cruelty which 
reigns in your dear country. You will thus 
begin your ministry here in Sweden while 
you are awaiting the day—and we hope it 
will be soon—when the Norwegian flag, 
marked with the cross, will once more fly 
above a free Norway. On that day with 
all the refugees you will return to your home, 
your beloved country with its mountains 
and its fjords, to your people, who without 
fear and without reproach have undergone 
the numerous trials of these unhappy days; 
you will return to your own Church and sot 
Norwegian fatherland. 

“Give yourself to the service of your own 
Church, which is loved so well in Sweden as 
well as among you; give yourself to the 
service of this Church so hardly tried, which 
has suffered so terribly, but which remains 
unshakable, and valiant, giving proof of great 
spiritual strength, for which the future—let 
us rather oe God—will give a great tas ; 


